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continued…

When Roman Acevedo moved to Phoenix 
from San Diego 13 years ago, downtown 
wasn’t a great place to live. In fact, most 
people never ventured downtown if they 
could help it. Today, all that has changed, 
in part because of the birth of great 

LAWLESS 
DENIM

A passion for denim

BY SUSAN LANIER-GRAHAM

PHOTOS BY CARL SCHULTZ



UPTOWN  |  16  |  JANUARY 2014
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for Acevedo. He has plans to start manufacturing his own denim 
in early 2014. As Acevedo talks about the old looms he found, his 
excitement is unmistakable, and with good reason. Levi Strauss—the 
father of denim—used the pre-World War II vintage looms back in the 
1800s. “We’re going to be the only manufacturer of denim west of 
the Mississippi,” explains Acevedo. But the purchase of the looms 
was only the beginning.

“We thought about it and realized that most denim is cre-
ated using Pima cotton from right here in Arizona. So, we found 
a fourth-generation cotton maker who is going to supply us with 
the Arizona cotton. We’re also working with a company to help us 
create buttons from Arizona silver. It’s something we’ve lost here 
in the U.S.,” Acevedo continues. “That pride in creating a quality 
product at home is something we need to bring back.”

THE DENIM EXPERIENCE AND BEYOND
Acevedo believes that people will see the benefit in purchas-

ing custom jeans. “We’re creating an experience,” he explains. 
“There is real pride in the craftsmanship. If you purchase a pair 
of our jeans, you will know that lots of hands have touched them. 
Everyone is extremely proud of what we create.”

In keeping with the spirit of supporting U.S.-made quality 
goods, Lawless Denim also carries a few denim clothing items 
and some leather goods. Acevedo works closely with Phoenix-
based leather goods company Bison Leather. In fact, it was one of 

Bison’s founders, Phoenix native 
Sebastian Sandersius, who came 
up with the name for Acevedo’s 
company. “He suggested Lawless 
Denim and we thought that 
sounded good. A renegade. It fit 
with Phoenix.”

WHAT’S IN THE FUTURE?
Acevedo is excited to grow 

Lawless Denim and begin manu-
facturing his own denim. He would 
love to see Lawless Denim items 
in other local retail locations, so 
he’s hoping to expand the whole-
sale market. But above all, he 
wants to continue producing qual-
ity products at reasonable prices. 
“We’ve been asked about opening 
a similar concept in other states,” 
explains Acevedo, “but we’re an 
Arizona brand and we want to stay 
in Arizona.” 

Visit Lawless Denim online at 
www.lawlessdenim.com or stop 
by CityScape to check out the 
retail location, at 50 W Jefferson 
Street, #150, Phoenix.

shops and restaurants, including Acevedo’s new Lawless Denim 
& Co. that opened in CityScape in October 2013. “Today I live, 
breathe and eat downtown Phoenix,” Acevedo says proudly. “I love 
the movement in downtown Phoenix.” Lawless Denim is possibly 
one of the most unique stores to open in Arizona.

IT’S ALL ABOUT TRADITION
Acevedo has a passion for denim and loves creating new con-

cepts, so he decided Arizona was perfect for a retail shop that also 
manufactures custom denim jeans. “I want to bring manufacturing 
back from overseas. We are all about creating jobs. I want people 
to be proud of a quality product made right here in the U.S., and 
specifically right here in Phoenix.” 

But it’s not every day you see a denim manufacturer set 
up shop. “It takes a huge investment to get off the ground,” he 
explains. But for Acevedo, the investment is worth it. “There’s 
something special about a pair of denim jeans. It’s how they feel, 
the durability, and a sense of nostalgia. A favorite pair of jeans can 
take you back to your childhood.”

Customers who shop Lawless Denim can pick up a great pair 
of custom jeans for around $275. And they are truly custom-made. 
“Customers pick out the denim they want to use, the cut, style, 
stitching color and even the buttons,” explains Acevedo. “In cities 
like New York, you can expect to pay $400 for a pair of custom 
jeans, but I want them to be available to all budgets, so the price 
is more reasonable.” 

There’s no limit on sizes, 
either. You won’t pay extra at 
Lawless Denim for a pair of jeans 
if you happen to be tall or wear a 
larger size. There are also limited 
quantities of each denim available, 
so it’s possible to order a pair of 
jeans made of denim you won’t 
see anywhere else.

Lawless also has a selection 
of ready-made jeans available for 
$85 to $180. “Even if you come 
in and get a pair of jeans off 
the shelf, we’ll help fit them and 
custom hem them in 20 minutes.” 
Alterations at Lawless are free of 
charge.

SOURCING THE DENIM
Right now, Acevedo has two 

sources for his denim: Japan, 
which is home to some of the 
world’s finest denim, and Cone 
Cotton Mills in Greensboro, N.C. 
that originally supplied denim to 
Levi Strauss. But purchasing the 
world’s finest denim isn’t enough 


